
Han China PERSIAN Chart for Classical Civilizations Key 
ERA:  8,000 B.C.E. – 

600 C.E. 
China (202 B.C.E. – 220 C.E.  – about 400 years) 

(Han) 
POLITICAL 

 Leaders/groups 

 Forms of government 

 Empires 

 State building/expansion 

 Political structures 

 Courts/laws 

 Nationalism/nations 

 Revolts/revolutions 

 Retained central government of Qin but made it less brutal (less repression) 

 Improved and expanded the bureaucracy 

 Revised and emphasized formal training liked to the values of the 

Confucian philosophy 

 Established examinations (civil service exams) for bureaucrats; classics of 

Chinese literature and law = model for the future Chinese scholar-

bureaucrat 

 Expanded in china, pushing into Korea, Indo-China, and central Asia 

 Han ruler, Wu Ti, enforced peace through much of Asia as Rome would 

later do so in its territories, which brought prosperity to China 

 Factors for decline of the Han:  decrease in the quality of rule, control of the 

central government, and invasions from central Asia, led by the Huns (one 

of the groups that helped lead to the downfall of Classical Rome) 

 Local government had authority and attended more to criminal and legal 

disputes 

 Not highly militaristic; rebellions/ gangs of criminals were dealt with 

harshly in punishments (torture and execution) 
ECONOMIC 

 Agricultural, pastoral 

 Economic systems 

 Labor systems/ organizations 

 Industrialization 

 Technology/industry 

 Capital/money 

 Business organizations 

 Directly organized the production of iron and salt 

 Tried to regulate agricultural supplies by storing grain and rice in good 

times to control price increases and potential unrest when harvests were bad 

 Used annual labor to build canals, roads, and palaces 

 Food was exchanged between wheat and rice growing reasons (n/s) 

 Trade focused on luxury goods for the wealthy (silks, leather goods, 

furniture, jewelry) 
RELIGIOUS 

 Belief systems/ teachings 

 Philosophy 

 Holy books 

 Conversion 

 Key figures 

 Deities 

 Promoted Confucian philosophy as an official statement of Chinese values 

 Government developed a durable sense of mission as the primary keeper of 

Chinese beliefs.   

 

 

SOCIAL 
 Family/ kinship 

 Gender roles/relations 

 Social and economic classes 

 Racial/ ethnic factors 

 Entertainment 

 Lifestyles 

 “Haves” & “have nots” 

 Created a large, highly-skilled bureaucracy (130,000 bureaucrats or 0.2% of 

population at the end of the Han dynasty) 

 Men of exceptional talent and ability trained in schools of merit for civil 

service exams – traditionally from the upper-classes (who had time to study) 

but occasionally allowed individuals from lower ranks of society 

 Landowning aristocracy/ educated bureaucrats (Mandarins)  Laboring 

masses (peasants, urban artisans)  “Mean” people (included performing 

artists) 

 Merchant class was not a focal point; a life dedicated to making money was 

scorned by society 

 Emphasized the role and importance of family unity 

 Patriarchal society 

 Emphasis on Confucian relationships 

 Women were clearly defined subordinate roles; could sometimes gain 

power through their sons 



Han China PERSIAN Chart for Classical Civilizations Key 
INTERACTIONS 

 War/conflict 

 Diplomacy/treaties  

 Alliances 

 Exchanges between individuals, 
groups, & empires/nations 

 Trade/commerce 

 Globalization 

 Contact with India and the Middle East, which led to indirect trade with the 

Roman Empire 

 Took lengthy time for messages to travel from the capital city to outlying 

districts in the empire 

 

 
ARTS 

 Art / Music 

 Writing/ Literature 

 Philosophy 

 Math / Science 

 Education 

 Architecture 

 Technology/ Innovations 

 Transportation 

 Schools based on merit; priority on education in upper classes 

 Organized research in astronomy 

 Maintained historical records 

 Invented a kind of seismography to register earthquakes 

 Studied mathematics of music, which later led to the study of acoustics 

 Active in medical research, which later led to the study of anatomy and 

principles of hygiene 

 Collar invented for draft animals, allowing them to pull wagons and plows 

without choking 

 Pulleys and winding gear were used in mining, which brought materials to 

the surface 

 1
st
 water powered mills 

 Invention of paper 

 Iron tools 

 Better production methods in textiles and pottery 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

 Location 

 Physical 

 Human/environment 

 Migration/movement 

 Region 

 Demography 

 Neighborhood 

 Settlement patterns 

 Disease 

 Urbanization/ cities (2 major) 

 Expansion as the empire grew; contraction as the empire was attacked by 

the nomadic invaders and by peasant revolts 

 


